Dr. R. says, "this branch of physic, indeed, has struggled against far greater difficulties than have beset the general practice of medicine and surgery; for both ignorance and prejudice have lent their aid towards retarding its advancement.
On the one hand it has had to contend with the natural prejudices that females themselves must entertain against admitting a person of the opposite sex to undertake the duties required under the trying time of labour; and on the other, with the erroneous belief that parturition, being a natural action, would be accomplished in woman with equal facility and safety as in the brute creation."
The continental universities took the lead in enrolling midwifery, as it is called, among their obligatory studies; and most of the British institutions of a like nature have tardily followed in their steps.
As far as the London corporations are concerned, much may be attributed to the exertions of a society established in 1826, under the title of the Obstetric Society of London. This society consisted of about thirty members, embracing, with the exception of two or three, all the then present and late lecturers on obstetric medicine in London; besides a fe^ other practitioners ; and the editor of this work acted as honorary secretary. The object of the society was to place the practice of obstetric medicine on a more respectable footing than it had hitherto enjoyed.
We well remember the exertions of the hon. secretary of that society?' who, after eulogising the conduct of Sir R. Peel?then at the head of the Home Office, goes on to say? " All the objects which the society proposed have since been carried into effect) except the change in the constitution of The coccygeal joints are of great value in the process of labour. Their mo-. "ty much facilitates the exit of the head, by enlarging the outlet of the pelvis the antero-posterior direction. The increase of space thus gained amounts 0 an inch or more; for the point of the bone may be bent backwards to a line c?ntinuous with the sacrum, or even beyond, so as to form an angle outwards.
Occasionally, indeed, the coxyx becomes anchylosed to the sacrum, and its joints also are destroyed by a deposition of osseous matter between the eparate pieces, so that their mobility is lost, and the bone becomes, as it were, a portion of the sacrum itself. The whole of the evidences on this point are worthy the most attentive Perusal. " In advanced life, the ovaries become shrivelled, corrugated on their surface, firmer in their texture, and often contain empty collapsed cysts, with thickened, opake coats, so strong that they can be turned out ?f their bed entire. These have been mistaken for, and described as, corpora lutea; but after the account already given, it must be evident that Such is not the case. There is little doubt that they are Graafian vesicles altered by age."
Although the ovaries are usually described as appendages to the uterus, the uterus ought in truth to be considered as an appendage to them, for they are the most essential organs in the function of generation. The j*terus may be diseased to a great extent, and yet the woman may be fruitful; but if both these glands are much altered in structure, barrenness Necessarily ensues. An ovary, indeed, or something analogous to it, is found throughout the whole of the sexual genera of both animals and plants.
For the uterus, with its well-delineated nerves, blood-vessels, &c., of Vvhich we may speak hereafter, we must refer to the work itself.
The muscles within the pelvis deserve notice; for, by being pressed on during the escape of the child's head, they are sometimes strained, and We believe that a great deal of misconception exists as to the thickness of the gravid uterus in very spare women. The limbs of the foetus may be grasped with the hand through the abdominal parietes and the uterus, and in a patient under these circumstances, where the labour happens to be protracted and difficult, and the presentation is so far distant as not to be felt at all, or felt with extreme difficulty, the hand or foot has been grasped so distinctly as to convey the idea to the practitioner of the foetus being extra-uterine, or of rupture of the uterus having taken place, the labour eventually having terminated naturally, and well in every respect. " The section of the unimpregnated uterus displays an unoccupied cavity, communicating by an open mouth with the vagina below, having, therefore, properly speaking, no contents ; while the gravid contains the membrana decidua, and the ovum ; which latter consists of the chorion, the amnion, the liquor amnii, the placenta, the funis umbiliculis, the fcetus, and, in an early stage of pregnancy, the vesicula umbilicalis.
On opening the gravid uterus, besides the spongy character of its structure just adverted to, and the large size of its vessels, ( R. has omitted mentioning the symptoms of pregnancy, the treatment of maladies now and then attending its progress, and also the subject of abortion ; as we consider them forming a part of obstetrical medicine.
There are some subjects, as that on the management of the placenta, which in lectures orally delivered, cannot be too forcibly or strongly impressed, but which, in a written work, appear somewhat redundant, and might, without prejudice to its utility, be curtailed.
In concluding our review, we most earnestly recommend this work to the student, who wishes to acquire knowledge, and to the practitioner who wishes to refresh his memory, as a most faithful picture of practical midwifery ; and we can with justice say, that altogether it is one of the best books we have read on the subject of obstetrical medicine and surgery.
